MLA training: 

Building capacity for the delivery and facilitation of ITT placements in museums, libraries & archives

Session Observation from the Yorkshire Sculpture Park Placement May 2004

PLACEMENT OBSERVATION PROFORMA (SECONDARY)
Name of Trainee ____________________________
Date13.5.04   Time 9.30 – 12.30.00  Location
Yorkshire Sculpture Park

Focus of activity Observational drawing from Frink and Hepworth
Observer
Ted Kennedy

	Time
	Events observed, with comments upon them relating to:  starting the placement, establishing professional relationships, research and knowledge of subject, developing ideas, explaining ideas, collaborating with colleagues, time management, independence, assessing progress, planning activities, health and safety, liaising with schools.

	
	Arrived on time, good planning in place that is well matched to the needs and abilities of the pupils. Unit of Work is very good, well thought out with learning progressive and well related activities planned. The session plan for today could be seen as over detailed and too prescriptive but in delivery you held to your timings well and allowed for pupil interaction. In fact the challenges built into the tight timeframe reflected the abilities of the pupils and enabled you to set a fast pace for the morning. 

Very good, confident and clear introduction. You built on pupils’ previous experiences and this visit has been well integrated into your Unit of Work allowing pupils to be prepared for the experience and to bring an informed view to the observed works. Pupils were very highly motivated and engaged from the outset. They used your worksheet well but perhaps you might have encouraged more verbal responses and discussion. This would have allowed you to use probing follow-up questions to determine the depth of pupils knowledge and understanding and their ability to interpret meaning, particularly important with a high ability group. So you did not lose time you could have asked for a set response eg give me three words that describe……. Or in a circle everyone say one word suggested by the work, no words can be repeated. Such simple strategies move pupils beyond responses that can become superficial.

Overall a very well managed session, excellent relationships with pupils and staff. Good leadership and subject knowledge. Pupils were challenged both technically and intellectually and clearly benefited from the experience.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO COMPLETE THE SUMMARY OF PLACEMENT TO ACCOMPANY THESE NOTES.


SUMMARY OF PLACEMENT
This summary should be completed as soon as practicable following the relevant placement and should be used to summarise the main issues arising from your observations.  These notes will then serve as a useful basis for the weekly mentor discussion in school.  One copy of these sheets is to be kept by the YMLA mentor and one by the trainee in his/her teaching file.

	Strengths of the trainee, corresponding to the main divisions of the Professional Teaching Standards for QTS
	Targets for development, corresponding to the main divisions of the Professional Standards for QTS. 

	1.  Professional Values and Practice

Excellent professional relationships and presence. Very good use of challenging language. Mutual respect in evidence. Very good collaboration with YSP staff, plans show you have made good use of available expertise


	N/A



	2.  Knowledge and Understanding

You have researched the artists thoroughly. Excellent overall subject knowledge conveyed at an appropriate level for high ability pupils. Your explanations enthused and engaged pupils, provided insights into the works allowing them to move well beyond simple responses. Technically you provided a similar level of K&U on a range of technical processes and concepts.


	How is Bronze made? Be prepared for such questions.

Try to encourage debate and discussion



	3.  Planning and Preparation

Very good UoW, thorough and well thought through. Excellent integration of the visit.. All requirements for the day have been considered inc Health and safety issues

Planning after school prep sessions for the pupils was an excellent strategy
	Ensure you are fully aware of H&S issues at all times. At one point as you led the group towards a sculpture pupils were crossing a vehicle way without adequate supervison

	5.  Teaching and Class Management

Good sequencing and balancing of activities and inputs.

The selection of the works resulted in a contained and manageable ’classroom’. High expectations of this ‘talented’ group of pupils. They were not allowed to rest on their abilities. Pupils were managed withy a firm but light touch throughout


	

	Follow-up matters, 

Take care when walking through groups open spaces. If you are in the lead keep looking back to monitor the group. Place a teacher or responsible adult in the group and another at the back. But don’t rely on them to oversee everything.

	(Signed)

YMLA mentor:








Trainee: 


